
PETITIONTO RETAIN "STATE PARK" STATUSFOR ALL OF
MACKERRICHER STATE PARK

We, the undersigned,request that the ParksandRecreationCommission not rec1assifr
the northern portion ofMacKerricher StateParkas a "natural preserve". We feel that
underthe proposed "natural preserve" subclassificañonourcurrentfreedomofaccessto
the dunes andbeach betweenWard Ave. andTen Mile Riverwill be restricted.

As statedin thepreliminary GeneralPlan, thedeclaredpurposeofMacKeriicherState
Park"is to makebeachaccessandthesefeaturesbeach,dunes] availab1ein an essentially
natural condition, for visitor enjoyment" page102. However,,the plan later statesthat
"as thedune area [will be] part ofa natural preserve,accessshould be discouragedexcept

, on the boardwa1kto be built at thewashed-outpart ofthehaul road page157. "With
public accessconnedto well-definedpaths," page129, any passagethroughthedunes
would evidently be disallowed, sinceofcoursepaths would be impossibleto establish
throughthe dune areas. Also, horseswould be limited to "a singleequestriantrail from
Pudding Creek to Ten Mile River" page 153. We are concernedby theopen-ended
statement,"further study is neededto determine what, IF ANY, forms of humanimpact
can be allowed in the dunes..."page34, emphasisadded.

We ask that the commissionretain the "state park" classificationfor the whole of
MacKerricher StatePark. We wish to continue to enjoy the northern portion ofthe park
without future restricted access.
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